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02Ma. ‘48% of NSE firms have no women as key managers’ 

 ‘NSE    48%                              र               ’ 

 Almost half of the 2,647 companies listed on the National Stock Exchange do not have any 
women in key managerial positions at all, according to an analysis of company 

submissions. 

                              2,647               लगभग                         पर     

   ल         ,   प                  ल            र  
 On average, there were 0.64 women in these positions per company in 2024-25, with only 

10% of firms listed on the NSE employing more than one woman in such leadership 
positions. 

 औ    2024-25          प   इ  प   पर 0.64            , और NSE               ल 10% 

           ए             ल             पर      

Formal workforce 

      र         

 The study, conducted by the Udaiti Foundation, a non-profit organisation, found that 
women‘s representation in the formal workforce remained at 18%, a decrease of one 
percentile point compared to 2020-21. 
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                    र    ए गए इ           प    ग           र               ल       
          18% पर     र  ,    2020-21      ल      ए                   

 The situation is even worse among formal workers earning more than ₹18,000 per month — 
while women made up 21% of this group in 2020-21, their share had shrunk to just 12% in 
2024-25. 

       उ  औप   र     ग र     और  र         ₹18,000                          —      2020-

21       ल ए  इ          21%    ,      2024-25    उ          घट र    ल 12% र  ग    
 In contrast, the representation of women among lower-paid employees, as defined by the 

Code on Wages, rose from 19% to 23% over the same period, indicating that women are 
being shut out of higher-paying jobs in the formal sector, and shunted to lower-wage 
positions  .

 इ      पर  ,             (Code on Wages)         र           ल        र         ल       
          19%       र 23%    ग  ,                    ल       औप   र                       
    र         र र      र      और उ                         र    ल     र       

 The largest employment provider for women in the formal sector are hospitals and lab 
services, where women make up 48% of the workforce, followed by textiles (37%), 
consumer services (34%), and information technology (34%). 

 औप   र            ल        लए          र  ग र               र              ,         ल ए  
     ल    48%   , इ                 (37%),                (34%), और                 (34%) 

        
 In banks and fast-moving consumer goods firms, women account for 26% and 21% of 

employees respectively. 

      और                                 (FMCG)               ल ए       26% और 21% 

      र                
  ―Women represent only 24% of regular wage employees. 

 ―   ल ए     ल                       र      24%     
 A staggering 57% of women in regular wage jobs have no written job contract and they 

earn ₹5,664 less than men in a month (₹18,353 vs ₹24,217). 

               ल      र      57%                       र                 र      और    प     
     ल              ₹5,664             (₹18,353      ₹24,217)  

 The new Labour Codes have clear provisions for pay parity and non-discriminatory 
hiring. 

  ए                          और        र            प ट            
 But as the rules are finalised, it is critical that clear ground-level mechanisms are built in to 

translate these provisions into practice,‖ Ms. Goyal said. 

 ल         -                 प ल  र     ,        प          इ                  र    ल        लए 

 प ट         र                 ए   ए ,‖      ग  ल         
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02Ma. Ukraine says it struck oil terminal in Russia’s Tuapse 

              ,                             र      

 Ukrainian forces struck an oil terminal in the Russian Black Sea city of Tuapse,  

 Russia attacked the western Ukrainian city of Ternopil. 

 Attacks was also recorded in Kryvyi Rih city and Kharkiv region. 

 ट ल     पर ए  प  ट    र   प           र                   र            र    र और   र        

   भ    ल    ए  
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02Ma. Centre eyes new E-bus scheme 

         -          र   र 

 The Centre may roll out a fresh electric bus scheme 
for States after completing the tendering and allocation of all 

14,000 buses under the PM E-DRIVE programme, a 
government o•cial said. 

      भ  14,000            र   और    ट  प र              र        
 लए                          र        ,     ए   र  र  
     र          

 Under the ₹10,900 crore PM Electric Drive Revolution 
in Innovative Vehicle Enhancement (PM EDRIVE) scheme, 

almost half the outlay —₹4,391 crore— is meant for the 
procurement of 14,028 electric buses. 

 ₹10,900  र      PM Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative 

Vehicle Enhancement (PM EDRIVE)              लगभग     
  ट —₹4,391  र  — 14,028                 र       लए 

      र      
 ―The Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL) has successfully tendered all 14,000 

buses and allocated them (to States). 

 ―Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL)     भ  14,000          ल  प        र         
और उ    र            ट   र          

 States will receive them in the next 2–3 years. 

 र                गल  2–3               ग   
 This is a huge push for electri•cation of public transportation,‖ the o�cial said, adding ―we 

will ask States if they want more buses, and then we may think of providing more buses by 
either extending the current scheme or launching a new one.‖ 

               र               र      लए ए            ,‖      र        , और      ―   र     
   प   ग         उ    और         ए, और   र                                           र   पर 
    र  र ग  ‖ 

 The o•cial said absorbing such a large •eet poses a huge challenge for operators in terms of 
depot capacity and route planning. 

      र            इ                            ल  र    पर टर      लए           और    

            भ     ए                 

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy 02 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

02Ma GST collections rise to a record of ₹2.43 lakh crore in April 

                        र ₹2.43      र       र       र  र        
02Ma India to tap augmented solar capacity, coal to weather El Nino, summer power 

demand 

   र           र                                              र       र          
       र    
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02Ma. GST collections rise to a record of ₹2.43 lakh 
crore in April 

                        र ₹2.43      र       र       र 

 र        

 GST collections rise to a record of ₹2.43 lakh crore in April. 

                ल       र ₹2.43 ल    र       र       र पर प     ग    
 The government‘s Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue in 

April 2026 surged to an all-time high of ₹2.43 lakh crore, up 8.7% 
over April last year. 

  र  र                   र (GST) र        ल 2026       र ₹2.43 ल   

 र                     र पर प     ग  ,     प ल         ल      ल      
8.7%          

 Growth was once again driven by collections on imports, with 
revenue from domestic sales growing slower. 

       ए    र   र       र  र            र  र  ,      घर ल          
र      प            ग           

 Tax experts, however, note that collections in April, which 
represent activity in March, typically come in higher as both industry 
and the tax administration make a final push to achieve the financial 
year-end targets. 

   ल    ,  र                       ल        ,            ग            
         ,     र पर                    उ   ग और  र            
                                  र       लए             र       

 Data show that there has been a record collection every April 
ever since the GST was rolled out in 2017, except for April 2020, 
which was impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

                   2017    GST                      र    ल     र          

      ,          ल 2020   ,    COVID-19      र      भ         
 ― April 2026 GST collections cap off a resilient FY26 for the 

GST regime, with gross revenues rising 8.7% year-on-year to about 
₹2.43 lakh crore compared to April 2025, despite continued global 
uncertainty and West Asia-related geopolitical headwinds,‖ Mahesh 
Jaising, partner & indirect tax leader at Deloitte India, said. 

 ―   ल 2026    GST      FY26     लए ए                          , 
        ल र       ल    8.7%    र लगभग ₹2.43 ल    र      ग     , 
                   और प     ए               र                 

      ,‖            ,   ल इट इ         प ट  र ए          र              
 The data show that net collections, once refunds are accounted for, stood at ₹2.11 lakh crore 

in April 2026, up 7.3% over April last year. 

                    र                                ल 2026    ₹2.11 ल    र   र  ,     प ल  
       ल    7.3%          

 Notably, the data also show that the growth in collections was once again driven by imports. 

     प     प   ,          भ                             ए    र   र            र  र    
 Gross collections from imports grew nearly 26% in April 2026 to ₹57,580 crore. 

    ल 2026              ल      लगभग 26%    र ₹57,580  र      ग    
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 Collections from domestic sales grew at 4.3% to ₹1.85 lakh crore in the period. 

 इ          घर ल               4.3%    र ₹1.85 ल    र      ग    

Import-led revenues 

          र  र     

 ―Post GST 2.0, a steady 7-8% monthly growth seems to be emerging as the norm which is 
broadly in line with budget estimates,‖ Pratik Jain, partner, Price Waterhouse & Co., said. 

 ―GST 2.0       , 7-8%                                र     ,      ट                प   ,‖ 
        ,   इ    टर  उ  ए     प      प ट  र         

 ―Notably, growth in import-led revenues continues to outpace domestic transactions, which 
could indicate some softness in consumption — possibly reflecting a moderation in 
discretionary spending amid geopolitical uncertainties.‖ 

 ―       प   ,          र  र              घर ल  ल                       ,     प          र      
                 —   भ      र                                                             ‖ 

 Manoj Mishra, partner and tax controversy management leader at Grant Thornton Bharat, 
said that the growth in tax revenue from imports also ―points to resilient external demand 
linkages and supply chain normalisation‖. 

          ,    ट     ट  भ र     प ट  र                    र र              ―         र     ग 

       और                       र ‖     र        र       
 Mr. Jaising, on the other hand, pointed out that the growth in revenues from domestic sales 

has remained steady, which reflects the nature of consumption activity in the economy. 

    र   र,                         घर ल          र                 र           ,                 
                                     

 ―Equally important is the steady performance of domestic GST revenues, which suggests that 
GST 2.0-led rate rationalisation and simplification measures are starting to support 
consumption and demand without eroding the tax base,‖ he said. 

 ―घर ल  GST र           र       भ  उ           प      ,                 GST 2.0         र     
      र   र  र   र           प  और    ग               लग    ,       र    र           

प     ए,‖ उ           
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02Ma. India to tap augmented solar capacity, coal to weather El Nino, summer 
power demand 

   र           र                                              र       र          
       र    

 Amidst expectations of further increase in energy demand with peak summers approaching 
and an El Nino in sight, India could be looking at meeting its increased power requirements 
from the traditional coal-powered thermal plants and augmented solar plants. 

  र  ग          र       और                                      और          उ           , 

भ र   प              ल               प र प र            र               और           र 

          प र   र                  र       
 In fact, when the country scaled its peak demand of 256.1 gigawatts on April 25, thermal 

plants nearly retained its dominant position accounting for 66.9% of the generation, while 
solar augmented its position to account for 21.5% of the power generated. 

  र  ल,           25    ल    256.1             र     ग    प र     ,      प              प   
              ए र      ए   ल उ प       66.9%   ग        ,        र          प          र  
    र 21.5%  र ल   

 The augmented solar capacity and traditional thermal plants are of pivotal importance in 
the dual paradigm of peak summers and El Nino effects. 

           र      और प र प र               र  ग      और                     र  प र       
          प        

 Although, speaking to The Hindu, highly placed government officials said the country was in a 
stable position with adequate supplies of coal to meet a potential increase in power demand. 

   ल    ,                 र     ए उ    र  र        र               भ                            
प र   र       लए        प   प                प                     र     
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 While the historical data assessing contribution of each of the power sources could not be 
traced, for context, an average contribution of each of the sources through the day indicates 
solar energy accounted for about 8.9% of power generated on the day of peak power demand 
in 2025, 7.3% in 2024, about 6% in 2023 and 5.63% in 2022. 

   ल        भ                  ग                  ट  उपल          ,    भ      लए,    भर    
औ     ग            र 2025     र     ग          र           ग    लगभग 8.9%, 2024    
7.3%, 2023    लगभग 6% और 2022    5.63%     

 Though solar power makes up about 30% of India’s installed power capacity at present, it 
cannot be fully utilised due to limited battery storage. 

   ल                 र      भ र       ल     प          लगभग 30%   , ल              र  
    र       र  इ    प    उप  ग         प     

 In fact, solar power is frequently curtailed to keep the grid stable. 

         ,        र      ए र        लए   र            र                     
 Manoj Kumar, India Analyst at the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA) 

says: 

          र,    र   र  र    ऑ                  र (CREA)    भ र     ल           : 
 ―With stronger transmission networks, more flexible grid operations, and faster battery 

deployment, a larger share of evening and night-time demand can also be met through non-
fossil sources.‖ 

 ―                     ,      ल  ल            , और        र               ,     और र      
   ग              भ    र-               प र                  ‖ 

 Essential to note here that India added a record 44.61 gigawatts of solar capacity in the 
fiscal year 2025-26, which was more than the double it had added in the preceding fiscal.  

                         भ र               2025-26     र     44.61           र          ,    
 प ल                 ल        ग                

Hotter months ahead 

               

 On Friday, the India Meteorological Department said El Nino conditions — which usually 

translate to weak monsoon rains and therefore longer dry spells – are likely to prevail during 
most of the monsoon months from June to September. 

      र      र                                          —        र पर     र        और 
ल           ल      र          —             र                                र           

 Temperatures in May, broadly, would be less searing with more rain than what is usual for 

May expected over most parts except eastern India. 

         प                                और                                   र          
  ,       प    भ र      

 Gujarat, Maharashtra, coastal Odisha, West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh and Himalayan 
foothills are likely to see more than its usual share of heatwave days. 

    र  ,    र   ,           ,              र                  ल    र                     
                              ल          

Ample coal stocks 

                  र 

 India has approximately 200 million tonnes of coal stocks as on date, thus, with 
approximately 2.3-2.4 million tonnes being utilised daily by thermal plants, the stocks would 
suffice for more than 83 days, a highly placed government official told The Hind. 

 भ र     प             लगभग 200                        र   , और                 र         
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लगभग 2.3-2.4           उप  ग           भ   र 83                  लए प        ग , ए  उ   

 र  र       र                      

GS Paper III: Internal Security 02 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

02Ma Govt. empowered ED to fight financial crimes; not to target anyone: Minister 

  र  र    ED            र                            ;                                 :      
02Ma Sixth Nilgiri-class frigate joins fleet, boosting naval power 

          र -                        ,                       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02Ma. Govt. empowered ED to fight financial crimes; not to target anyone: 
Minister 

  र  र    ED            र                            ;                             

    :      

 Union Minister of State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary on Friday said that under the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi-led government, the Enforcement Directorate (ED) has been 
vested with the powers necessary to effectively combat financial crimes and terror funding, 
not to target anyone. 
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      र              र                 र                      र                    ल   र  र    
                   (ED)           पर    और         प        भ      ग      पट       लए 

                 ग    ,                          लए       
 ―There exists an ecosystem in the country that finds problems in every solution and criticises 

every action. 

 ―       ए      इ     ट               र                           और  र   र         ल     
 र       

 Ever since Prime Minister Narendra Modi assumed office in 2014 and started taking tough 

decisions in the national interest, this ecosystem has been unsettled. 

                 र           2014    प    भ ल  और र                र    ल  ल          ए,       
   इ     ट      र    ग       

 Such critics often claim that excessive powers have been given to the Enforcement 
Directorate, but they only present half the truth,‖ said Mr. Chaudhary at the 70th 
Enforcement Day event. 

      ल       र       र                                             ग    , ल           ल 

              र     ,‖       र     70                             

Crimes on the rise 

   र             

 ―The complete truth is that these powers have been granted to the ED to combat financial 

crimes, not to target anyone. 

 ―प र                         ED           पर       ल        लए    ग    ,                         
 लए       

 These powers became necessary because money laundering, ‗hawala‘ transactions, ‗benami‘ 
properties, corporate frauds, and terror financing were on the rise. 

                     ग            ल     ग, ‗   ल ‘ ल     , ‗      ‘   प     ,   प र ट         
और         प       र       

 Black money was being diverted abroad, banking scams were increasing, and the common 
citizen‘s money was being misappropriated,‖ he said. 

   ल               भ       र     ,      ग घ ट ल     र      और      ग र      प          प  ग    र   
  ,‖ उ           

 ―Such offences are no less than cancer for the country, and they cannot be curbed through 
mild measures. 

 ―     पर           लए    र               और इ         उप                                  
 Therefore, the ED has been strengthened to effectively tackle these threats,‖ Mr. Chaudhary 

said, while lauding the agency for its achievements, including the attachments worth ₹2.36 
lakh crore since 2005. 

 इ  लए इ    र      भ      ग      पट       लए ED               ग     ,‖       र        , और 
ए        उपल          र       ,       2005    ₹2.36 ल    र        प                 ल     

 Under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) and the Fugitive Economic 
Offenders Act (FEOA), criminals have so far been deprived of properties worth ₹65,872.72 

crore till March 31, 2026, of which assets valued at ₹63,142 crore were restored to rightful 
claimants till now. 

                 र          (PMLA) और               र            (FEOA)        31 

     2026     पर         ₹65,872.72  र        प           ग    ,          ₹63,142  र        

     प                      र       प     ग      
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02Ma. Sixth Nilgiri-class frigate joins fleet, boosting 
naval power 

          र -                        ,                 
      

 The Indian Navy on Thursday, took delivery of Mahendragiri 
(Yard 12654), the sixth ship of the Nilgiri-class (Project 17A) and the 
fourth constructed by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited in 
Mumbai. 

   र              ग    र           र (     12654)             ,    
     र -     (       17A)                और                      
           र                                

 According to the Indian Navy, the delivery marks a major 
milestone in India‘s push for self-reliance in warship design and 

construction. 

   र                   र,      ल  र      प       इ  और           भ र  

          र              ए        ल    प  र     
 Project 17A frigates are advanced multi-mission platforms built to tackle evolving maritime 

challenges. 

        17A   ग ट उ       -                      ल                       पट       लए    ए गए 

    
 Designed by the Warship Design Bureau, the ships represent a significant leap in stealth, 

firepower, automation, and survivability, reinforcing India‘s indigenous defence 
capabilities, it further added. 

   र              र     र      इ    ए गए              ,   र      ,         र       र    
               प     ल  ग               र     ,       भ र            र                     
    

 
 


